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1
ACTION FIGURE WITH ACCESSORIES

BACKGROUND

Various embodiments of the present invention relate to a
toy and more particularly, a toy figure having articulating
portions and accessory items removably secured to the articu-
lating portions.

Children’s toys have included miniature cars, boats, trains,
figures, etc. wherein the user’s imagination provides for
hours of extended play and enjoyment. Toy figures that
resemble fighting or combat type activities are particularly
popular as the user can participate in imaginary battles or
action sequences.

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a toy that has articu-
lating portions and allows for interaction with the user as well
as providing numerous configurations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a toy is provided. The toy having: an
action figure with a pair of appendages movably secured
thereto for movement between a first separated position and a
second un-separated position; a pair of accessories removably
secured to the pair of appendages; and wherein the pair of
accessories are configured to be secured to each other and
form an item when the pair of appendages are in the second
un-separated position and the pair of accessories are secured
to the pair of appendages.

In another embodiment, an action figure and a pair of
accessories configured to be removably secured to the action
figure is provided, wherein the action figure has a pair of arms
and a pair of legs each being movably secured to a body
portion of the action figure and wherein the pair of legs and
the pair of arms are repositionable such that the action figure
is provided with one of a standing position, a kneeling posi-
tion and a lying position and wherein each of the pair of
accessories are configured to be removably secured to one of
the pair of arms and the pair of accessories are configured to
cooperate with each other to provide an item associated with
the action figure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, advantages and details appear, by way of
example only, in the following description of embodiments,
the description referring to the drawings in which:

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a toy in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 1A-1C illustrate the toy of FIG. 1 in numerous
configurations;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the toy in a standing
position without any accessories secured thereto;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the toy in a standing
position with accessories secured thereto;

FIG. 4A is a view illustrating the toy and its accessories in
a first position;

FIG. 4B is a view illustrating the toy and its accessories in
a second position;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the toy and its accessories in a
kneeling position;

FIG. 6 is a view along lines 6-6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the toy and its accessories in a
lying position;

FIG. 8A is a side view of an accessory for the toy;

FIG. 8B is a view along lines 8B-8B of FIG. AA;

FIG. 8C is a view along lines 8C-8C of FIG. 8A;
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FIGS. 9A-9D are various views of an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIGS. 10 and 11 illustrate yet another alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIGS. 11A-13 are various views of an accessory according
to an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 14A-14C illustrate the action figure with an acces-
sory according to an alternative embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIGS. 15 and 16 illustrate yet another alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIGS. 1-8C, various exemplary embodi-
ments of a toy 10 are illustrated. In accordance with these
exemplary embodiments, portions of the toy as described
herein may be formed out of an easily molded material such
as plastic or any other equivalent materials. As will be further
discussed herein, the toy can be configured into various con-
figurations.

Toy 10 includes an action FIG. 12 and a pair of accessories
14. The pair of accessories are configured to be releasably
secured to the action figure as well as each other. In one
embodiment, the action FIG. 12 will resemble a human,
humanoid, robot, theme character or any other type of con-
figuration. Action FIG. 12 has an upper body portion 16 and
a lower body portion 18. The upper portion 16 has a pair of
arms or appendages 20 movably secured thereto and the lower
portion has a pair of legs or appendages 22 that are movably
secured to the lower body portion 18. It is, of course, under-
stood that the pair of arms 20 and pair of legs 22 may be
movably secured to any portion of the action FIG. 12. Still
further, each of the arms or legs can be further configured with
a pivoting joint (e.g., elbow or knee) such that further move-
ment of the same can be provided such that the action figure
may be manipulated into numerous configurations.

The pair of arms 20 and the pair of legs 22 are movably or
pivotally secured to the action figure at a joint. For example,
one non-limiting configuration of the joint is a ball and socket
arrangement wherein the ball is insertable into the socket to
allow movement therein. Of course, numerous other equiva-
lent joints are contemplated to be within the scope of the
various embodiments of the present invention.

In addition, the toy 10 also includes a pair of accessories 14
that are removably secured to the pair of arms or pair of
appendages 20 such that as the pair of arms 20 move with
respect to the action FIG. 12, appendages 20 will also move.
In one exemplary embodiment, each of the pair of accessories
14 will be configured to have a launcher mechanism config-
ured to launch a projectile 26 from the accessory 14 and the
appendage it is secured to. One non-limiting example of such
a launcher mechanism is a spring biased mechanism that has
a spring or biasing member that is compressed as a portion of
the projectile is inserted into the appendage. A catch portion
of the portion of the projectile inserted into the appendage is
engaged by a releasable trigger portion such that as the pro-
jectile is inserted into the accessory, the spring is compressed
and the catch portion of the projectile is engaged by the
trigger. Thus the spring will remain in the compressed state
until the trigger is actuated to release the spring force and
launch the projectile from the accessory.

In one embodiment, each of the pair of accessories 14 are
configured to resemble a drill or drill like device having a drill
bit 26 as illustrated in the attached figures. Of course, other
configurations are considered to be within the scope of exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention. In one embodi-
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ment, the drill bit is rotationally received within the accessory
in order to simulate a drilling action. In addition, the drill bit
also serves as the projectile that is launched from the afore-
mentioned spring biased launching mechanism. Still further,
each accessory can be configured to releasably engage a distal
end or hand portion 27 of each pair of arms or appendages 20.

As illustrated in the attached drawings and in one embodi-
ment, each accessory 14 is configured to couple or align with
each other such that when the pair of accessories 14 are
positioned adjacent to each other they will form an item or
weapon 28 when each of the pair of accessories 14 are in a
un-separated configuration illustrated at least in FIGS. 1A-1C
and 4B. In one implementation, each accessory 14 may be
configured to snap fittingly engage each other such that as
they are moved from the separated configuration illustrated in
FIG. 4A to the un-separated position illustrated in FIG. 4B
complementary features on each of the accessories can be
used to assist in the “snap fitting” engagement of each of the
accessories 14 to each other to define item 28.

In addition, each accessory 14 further comprises a roller or
pair of wheels 32 movably or pivotally secured to the acces-
sory for movement between a first position (See at least FIGS.
7, 8A and 8C) and a second position (See at least FIG. 5).
Roller or pair of wheels 32 provides item 28 and/or accesso-
ries 14 with a means to facilitate sliding of the same along a
surface on which the action figure and the item and/or acces-
sories 14 are situated.

As illustrated and when the roller is in the first position, it
will make contact with a surface 34 when the action figure is
in a lying position (see at least FIG. 7). When the action figure
is moved into a kneeling position, the roller can be pivoted in
the direction of arrow 36 to a second position such that at least
one wheel of the roller will contact surface 34 when the action
figure is in a kneeling position. As mentioned above, roller or
pair of wheels 32 helps facilitate the sliding movement of the
toy along surface 34. In order to move the roller back to the
first position, a user simply pivots or moves it in a direction
opposite to arrow 36.

Accordingly and in these two positions, the accessory and/
or item defined by the accessories coupled together can be
located at two different heights with respect to surface 34
corresponding to the configuration (e.g. lying or kneeling) of
the action figure. As such, variations or configurations of the
toy can be provided. Moreover, such variations and configu-
rations can simulate different aiming positions of the projec-
tiles 26 that are capable of being launched from the accessory
14.

Referring now to FIGS. 9A-9D, an alternative exemplary
embodiment of the present invention is illustrated. Here the
item 28 when assembled will further comprise a shield por-
tion or canopy 29 that is configured to shield a head 31 of the
action FIG. 12. In one embodiment, the shield portion 29
maybe pivotally secured to item 28 and/or accessories 14.
Alternatively, the shield portion 29 is fixedly secured to item
28 and/or accessories 14. Still further, shield portion 29 may
comprise a pair of shield portions each being secured to one of
the accessories 14 alternatively, a single shield portion 29
maybe secured to only one of the accessories 14.

Referring now to FIGS. 10 and 11, yet another alternative
embodiment of the present invention is illustrated. Here toy
110 includes an action figure 112 configured for use with an
accessory 128. In this embodiment, the accessory 128 is a
single component configured to be engaged by at least one or
both of the pair of arms of the action figure. In one contem-
plated embodiment, accessory 128 is configured to resemble
aride behind vehicle. As in the previous embodiments, acces-
sory 128 can be provided with a canopy or shield 129.
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Similar to the previous embodiments, the accessory is con-
figured to launch a projectile 126 and has a roller or wheel 132
configured for movement between a first position and a sec-
ond position and in one embodiment, the accessory is con-
figured to resemble a drill. In this embodiment, accessory 128
may also be configured to have a shield portion 129 pivotally
secured to accessory 128. In another variation, the roller or
wheel 132 is fixedly secured to accessory 128.

Inyet another alternative embodiment and referring now to
FIGS. 10-13, an upper housing portion 133 is removably
secured to item 128. In this embodiment and when upper
housing portion 133 is removed from item 128 the same can
be removably secured to a distal end 127 of an arm or append-
age 120 of the action figure 112. In order to allow for this
removable securement of upper housing portion 133 to the
distal end 127 of the arm or appendage 120, a feature 135
configured to engage the distal end or the arm or appendage
120 of the action figure 112 is provided on upper housing
portion 133. In addition, accessory 128 is also configured to
be removably secured to another one of the arms or append-
ages 120 of the action figure 112. In similar fashion, acces-
sory 128 has a feature 137 configured to releasably engage the
arm or appendage 120 of the action figure 112. In order to
facilitate the releasable securement of portion 133 to item 128
each component may have features configured to frictionally
(e.g., releasably) engage each other when portion 133 is
secured to item 128.

Accordingly, and as illustrated in at least FIGS. 14A-14C,
item 128 and item or upper housing portion 133 are also each
removably secured to one of a pair of appendages 120 of the
action figure 112 such that they can be manipulated into
various positions as the pair of appendages are moved with
respectto a body portion of the action figure 112. Still further,
each of the pair of accessories (e.g., upper housing portion
133 and item 128) are configured to be secured to each other
to form an item 128 having a slightly different configuration
(see at least FIGS. 11A-11E) than when upper housing por-
tion 133 is removed therefrom.

In addition, and as illustrated in at least FIGS. 14A-14C,
upper housing portion 133 is configured to act as a shield
when secured to one of the pair of appendages 120 of the
action figure 112. In other words, portion 133 when removed
from item 128 is releasably secured to one of the pair of
appendages such that the action figure 112 is provided with a
shield member. In addition and in one embodiment, upper
housing portion 133 and/or shield 133 (when secured to one
of'the pair of appendages 120) can also be configured to have
a plurality of features 139 extending therefrom.

Referring now to FIGS. 15 and 16, yet another alternative
embodiment of the present invention is illustrated. In this
embodiment, the removable portion 133 or upper housing
portion 133 has a different configuration to resemble a shield
when secured to one of the appendages 120 of the action
figure 112.

While the invention has been described with reference to
an exemplary embodiment, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiment
disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the present application.
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What is claimed is:

1. A toy, comprising:

an action figure having a pair of appendages movably

secured thereto, the pair of appendages configured for
movement between a first separated position and a sec-
ond un-separated position;

a pair of accessories removably secured to the pair of

appendages;

wherein the pair of accessories are configured to be secured

to each other and form an item when the pair of append-
ages are in the second un-separated position and the pair
of'accessories are secured to the pair of appendages; and
wherein each of the pair of accessories are directly
secured to each other when the pair of appendages are in
the second un-separated position and the pair of acces-
sories are secured to the pair of appendages and wherein
the pair of accessories are left and right halves of the
item formed when the pair of accessories are directly
secured to each other.

2. The toy as in claim 1, wherein each of the pair of
accessories further comprise a launcher for launching a pro-
jectile.

3. The toy as in claim 1, wherein each of the pair of
accessories further comprise a roller configured for move-
ment between a first position and a second position.

4. The toy as in claim 3, wherein the first position is a
stowed position and the second position is a deployed posi-
tion, wherein the roller is moved further away from the pair of
accessories when it is in the deployed position.

5. The toy as in claim 1, wherein the item is configured to
resemble a drill and each of the pair of accessories further
comprise a launcher for launching a drill bit from the drill.

6. The toy as in claim 1, wherein the action figure further
comprises an upper body portion and a pair of leg members
movably secured to the action figure, wherein the pair of arms
are movably secured to the upper body portion and the pair of
leg members are configured to provide the action figure with
a standing position, a kneeling position and a lying position.

7. The toy as in claim 1, wherein the action figure further
comprises an upper body portion and a pair of leg members
movably secured to the action figure, wherein the pair of arms
are movably secured to the upper body portion and the pair of
leg members are configured to provide the action figure with
a standing position, a kneeling position and a lying position
and wherein each of the pair of accessories further comprise
a roller configured for movement between a first position and
a second position, wherein the roller contacts a surface the
action figure rests on when the action figure is in the lying
position and the roller is in the first position and wherein the
roller contacts the surface when the action figure is in the
kneeling position and the roller is in the second position.

8. The toy as in claim 7, wherein the roller is further away
from the accessory when it is in the second position.

9. The toy as in claim 8, wherein each of the pair of
accessories further comprise a launcher for launching a pro-
jectile.

10. The toy as in claim 8, wherein each of the pair of
accessories further are configured to resemble a drill and each
of the pair of accessories further comprise a launcher for
launching a drill bit from the drill.
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11. A toy, comprising:

a pair of accessories, wherein the pair of accessories are
configured to be removably secured to each other to
form a first item when the pair of accessories are secured
to each other and a pair of separate items when the pair
of accessories are not secured each other, wherein each
of the pair of accessories are also removably secured to
a portion of an action figure when they are secured to
each other and separated from each other.

12. In combination, an action figure and a pair of accesso-
ries configured to be removably secured to the action figure,
wherein the action figure has a pair of arms and a pair of legs
each being movably secured to a body portion of the action
figure and wherein the pair of legs and the pair of arms are
repositionable such that the action figure is provided with one
of'a standing position, a kneeling position and a lying position
and wherein each of the pair of accessories are configured to
be removably secured to one of the pair of arms and the pair
of'accessories are configured to be removably secured to each
other to form an item associated with the action figure; and
wherein each of the pair of accessories are directly secured to
each other when the item is formed by the pair of accessories
and wherein the pair of accessories are left and fight halves of
the item formed when the pair of accessories are directly
secured to each other.

13. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 12,
wherein one of the pair of accessories further comprises a
launcher for launching a projectile and the other one of the
pair of accessories is configured to resemble a shield.

14. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 12,
wherein each of the pair of accessories further comprise a
roller configured for movement between a stowed position
and a first deployed position.

15. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 12,
wherein the item is configured to resemble a drill and each of
the pair of accessories further comprise a launcher for launch-
ing a drill bit from the drill.

16. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 12,
wherein each of the pair of accessories further comprise a
roller configured for movement between a first position and a
second position.

17. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 16,
wherein the roller is further away from the accessory when it
is in the second position.

18. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 12,
wherein each of the pair of accessories further comprise a
roller configured for movement between a stowed position, a
first position and a second position, wherein the roller con-
tacts a surface the action figure rests on when the action figure
is in the lying position and the roller is in the first position and
wherein the roller contacts the surface when the action figure
is in the kneeling position and the roller is in the second
position.

19. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 18,
wherein each of the pair of accessories further comprise a
launcher for launching a projectile.

20. The action figure and pair of accessories as in claim 18,
wherein each of the pair of accessories further are configured
to resemble a drill and each of the pair of accessories further
comprise a launcher for launching a drill bit from the drill.
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